Asslam o Alatkum
[ have question and kindly look forward to receiving your
Fatwa regarding two issues:
Is reading the Third Testimony (Al Shahadat e
Thalithay 1in prayer's testimony (7Zashuad) allowed or
not?
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Question : Is reciting the Third Testimony in prayers’ Testimony

(Tashahud) allowed or not?

In the name of Allah, the most Gracious, the Most Merciful
Peace, mercy, and blessings of Allah be upon you.
Answer:

Indeed, the Third Testimony (Al-Shahada Al-Thalitha) that relates to Ameer Al-Moumeneen,
our Master, the victorious Lion of Allah, our most elated leader Imam Ali ibn Abi Taleb (May
Allah’s peace and all plrayers be upon him) is allowed in prayers’ Testimony (Tashahud) as
per our religious creed. It is even preferable, we see, that this very Third Testimony for
Supremacy (wilaya) of our Master Ameer Al-Moumeneen (May Allah’s peace be upon him)
be twinned with the two Testimonies preceding it (i.e. First and Second Testimonies) in
Azan, Igama, Obligatory (Wajib) and Recommended (Mostahab) prayers, and any other
context that cites the Testimonies for Allah and Messenger of Allah. Accordingly, this Third
Testimony is to be cited in any course that requires the citation of the first two testimonies,
for testimony for Imam Ali (May Allah’s peace be upon him and we be his ransom) does
complete and furnish the Testimonies for Allah (be He exalted) and His gracious Messenger
Mohammad (Peace be upon him and his Progeny). This indication of Third Testimony’s
“completion” of the first two Testimonies leads us to verdict that this Third Testimony is
rather Obligatory (wajib) in our jurisprudence, not Recommended as some religious scholars
have seen. Evidence that support this jurisprudent approach of ours, which entails that Third
Testimony is to be necessarily twinned with the first two Testimonies, are quite many. The
authentic narration (Hadeeth) of Al Qassem ibn Moawiya from our Imam Al Sadiq (peace be
upon him) is quite enough an evidence to say that this Third Testimony is Utterly Obligatory
(wojoub motlag). In this narration, Imam Al Sadiq (peace be upon him) says, “When one of



you says ‘I bare witness that there is no God but Allah; [I bare witness that] Mohammad is
the messenger of Allak’, let him/her say as well, ‘[I bare witness that] Ali is the Supreme
Master of believers.” “ We have further elaborated on this topic in our jurisprudent paper on
Third Testimony, a paper that has been translated to Urdu and Persian, with the first
published in Pakistan as a book, and both of which are available on our website,
Jurisprudence section. May Allah be our aid to rightness and wisdom. Peace be upon you.

Issued from the Office of Ayatollah Sheikh Mohammad Jamil Hammoud Al-Ameli, May his
luxuriant shade [benefit] endure
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