Asslam o Alatkum

[ have question and kindly look forward to receiving your
Fatwa regarding two issues:

Is performing the rituals of Tatbir (self-flagellation),
Qama and Zanjeer (hitting one's self with chains and
swordsy on day of Ashura (dn grief over the

martyrdom of Imam Husein s.a.) allowed or not?
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Question : Are Asoura's rituals of self-flagellation and hitting one's self

with sharp metal or sword (gama) or one's back with chain in grief over

the martyrdom of Imam Husein s.a. allowed or not?

Praise be to Allah, and praise and peace be upon the Superiors of Allah’s creation and the
leaders of Allah’s messengers, Mohammad and his most purified and luminous Progeny
(Ahlul-Bait s.a.). And may the eternal curse be upon Ahlul-Bait’s past and present foes until
the Judgment Day.

Peace, mercy and Allah’s blessings be upon you.

Answer:

Based on the entire religious evidence, we can construe a religious Recommendation
[Mostahab] of the religious rituals of self-flagellation (Tatbeer) and hitting one's self with
sharp metal or sword (gama) or one’s back with chains in grief over the Master of Martyrs
(Peace be upon him). This ritual of self-flagellation is one best reminder of the grief and
tragedy that was inflicted on our leader, the Master of Martyrs, our most exalted Imam Abu
Abdellah Al Husein peace be upon him. This ritual too is one best application of finding [self-
sacrificial] solace in a simulation of his grief (peace be upon him) and an indicator of
believer’s following of the doing of our leader the most exalted lady Al Hawraa Zeinab (May
Allah’s peace be upon her) when she knocked her head against the palanquin’s base
(mahmal’s front) in Kufa upon seeing the head of her brother impaled on a long spike. In



addition, self-flagellation is one means of exalting the grief rituals over the martyrdom of
Imam Husein peace be upon him on the tenth of Moharram, in %+ H. as we have detailed
the answer in our many responses to questions on the sacred rituals that relate to Imam
Husein, specifically in our two blessed book (The Sacred Huseini Rituals: Questions and
Answers) and (In Defense of the Rituals of the Oppressed Imam Husein s.a.). We can further
assert the claim here that self-flagellation and hitting one’s back with chains may rather be
Obligatory (wajib) during these days as the war that has been waged by the non-believers,
the Sunnis and their supporters among those dismayed Shia who deviated from the truth
and became rather batri, has so increased against those who believe in the rituals, as those
war wagers have ever planned to extinguish and exterminate the light of the sacred Huseini
rituals. However, they would never get their ominous plans come true as Allah’s power and
promise would never allow that as per the evidence of the Quranic verse (Al
Tawba/Repentance YY): (They [the disbelievers] want to extinguish Allah’s Light with their
mouths, but Allah will not allow except that His Light should be perfected even though the
kafirun [disbelievers] hate it.]

Allah is our aid to rightness and wisdom; those unjust assailants who have oppressed
Mohammad and his [infallible] Progeny shall know what vicissitudes their affairs will take
and turn them to; the end is best for the righteous.

Issued from the Office of Ayatollah Sheikh Mohammad Jamil Hammoud Al-Ameli, May his
luxuriant shade [benefit] endure

Beirut, Shaaban YV, Y¢¥A H.
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